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HOUSE BI LL 3157

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative Stensen

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Rel ating to school - based nental health services for children
and yout h; addi ng new sections to chapter 28A 300 RCW creating a new
section; and making an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that nine to fifteen
percent of children attending school have enotional disturbances
serious enough to inpede their functioning in school, famly, and
community activities. The nental health challenges of these young
students often inhibit their abilities to take full advantage of the
educati onal opportunities offered to themand can result in disruptions
inthe | earning environnent, behavior problens, and, if untreated, nore
serious del i nquent behaviors that pose costly inplications for school s
and communi ti es. The legislature finds that these children would
benefit greatly from early intervention by comunity nental health
specialists trained to hel p when behavi or problens begin in order to
prevent nore serious problens from devel oping. Studi es show that
assi stance fromcomunity nmental health specialists through a school -
based screening, service, and referral program is an inportant
conponent of effective early intervention for children at risk in
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schools. The legislature intends to provide an opportunity for each
second cl ass school district to contract with community nental health
speci alists to performschool - based nental health services and referral
activities on a weekly basis in each |ocal school as needed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The school -based nental health services programis establi shed.
The purpose of the programis to provide second class school districts
and | ocal schools with funding to contract with community nental health
specialists to help children and youth in elenmentary school through
hi gh school who are at risk of enotional disturbances and behavi oral

pr obl ens.

(2) The program shall be admnistered by the office of the
superintendent of public instruction. In its admnistration of the
program the responsibilities of the office of the superintendent of
public instruction shall include, but need not be limted to:

(a) Adoption and distribution of rules and program gui del i nes;

(b) Use of sinple, brief, and clear application processes, forns,
and reporting requirenents that help nmake the program accessible to
second cl ass school districts with mniml adm nistrative burden;

(c) Distribution of funds to second cl ass school districts;

(d) Distribution of a report by Novenber 15th of each even-nunbered
year to the governor, the education and fiscal commttees of the
| egi sl ature, the educational community, the community nental health
system and other interested parties. The report shall focus primarily

on the results of the program as a whole, and shall include
recommendat i ons for programi nprovenents, including recommendations for
t he continui ng annual programfunding | evel. The reports shall include

i nformati on on the nunber of |ocal schools participating in the nental
health services program the nature and amount of nental health
services provided through the program the nunber of children served,
and the overall results of the programfor children.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

Any second cl ass school district may participate in the programin
section 2 of this act subject to the follow ng requirenents:
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(1) Funds shall be used to contract for community nental health
specialists to work exclusively with public school children and yout h;
and

(2) Funds shall suppl enent and not suppl ant fundi ng provi ded by the
district to support nental health services during a base year
determ ned by the superintendent of public instruction.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. The sum of one mllion eight hundred
thousand dollars, or as nmuch thereof as may be necessary, is
appropriated for the fiscal year endi ng June 30, 2001, fromthe general
fund to the office of the superintendent of public instruction for the
pur poses of this act.

~-- END ---
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